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Q: Today is February 10, 1997. This is an interview with Donald C. Tice, a retired Foreign
Service Officer. | am Charles Stuart Kennedy. Don, could you tell me where and when you
were born?

TICE: Yes, | was born in Summerfield, Kansas, on March 27, 1932.

Q: Could you give me a little bit about your family: who you father and mother were and
what they were doing, and a little bit about your early education?

TICE: Yes, When | was born, Summerfield, Kansas, was a little town of about 300 people.
Now it's less than that. It “died on the vine” when the railroad, which had caused its
establishment, went bankrupt in 1928. So, when | was growing up in the 1930's, the town
that was already dying. However, it was a wonderful, “Norman Rockwell” [20th century
American painter and illustrator for the “Saturday Evening Post”] kind of place to grow up.

My father was the pharmacist in town. My mother was a housewife, although with the
onset of World War I, my mother started working in the drugstore when most of the young
men in the town and surrounding area went into military service or went to larger towns to
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work in defense industries. Many other women similarly took paid jobs during World War II.
She continued to work in the drugstore until she was quite well on in years.

Q: What about school? Could a town of less than 300 people support a school?

TICE: Oh, yes, because the rural areas surrounded it. At that time, prior to World War II,
nearly every 80 acres of land had a farmstead and farm family living on it. That meant up
to four farmsteads on many section of land. Now, if you go out into the rural areas in that
part of Kansas, you'll find, maybe, one working farmstead for every couple of square miles.
So there were a lot more people in the area when | was growing up.

At that time there still were many one-room country school houses where students in

the first eight grades were taught. The high school | went to had, | would guess, about

100 kids in it. | graduated in a class of only eight people, the smallest for a long time.

Keep in mind, however, that | was born in 1932 in the depths of the “Great Depression,”
and very few people were having children. You could hardly support a family under the
circumstances. Another phenomenon came into play regarding the size of classes. | think
that there were something like 28 students in my freshman class at high school. There was
a big “fallout” in the immediate post-war period, with people moving away. In addition, in
that day and age, a girl couldn't stay in high school she got pregnant, and if the boy in the
equation was in school, he usually had to quit to assume his family responsibilities.

Q: At least up through high school, it doesn't sound like a very promising preparation to be
a diplomat, out there in the middle of Kansas.

TICE: Well, | had two things going for me. Neither of my parents attended university. My
father got his license as a pharmacist by apprenticeship. They were determined that both
my brother and | would get degrees, and there was never any question about my going to
a university.
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The other circumstance was that | was the object of an educational conspiracy in high
school. When | was beginning my freshman year, my father was Chairman of the School
Board. He served in that position for something like 18 years. The Principal of the High
School came to him and said that he wanted to informally move me into 2nd year classes
with a group of more advanced students who were college bound because | already had
a mastery of the first-year work and would simply be marking time. My father agreed,
with the result that | had finished the regular curriculum by the end of the third year. In
my senior year | took a few courses | had skipped before, and also was assigned some
special projects which had me doing some research writing.

| was supported in all of this by some exceptionally good teacher who held my feet to

the fire. | was never “cut any slack” [i.e., they never “let up” on me]. When | would do
something that was probably superior to what the others in the class were doing, the
teachers hold me to a standard based on what | was capable of, not what | had done. So |
got a little “special education” there. [Laughter]

Q: When did you graduate from high school?
TICE: In 1950.
Q: So the Korean War had started. What happened then?

TICE: | went on to the University of Kansas, where | was enrolled in the ROTC [Reserve
Officers Training Corps]. | originally had the intention of going to Medical School, because
that was what my father told me | should do, and | thought that he probably knew best.

However, during my freshman year | had the experience of cutting up a frog in biology
class, and | decided that this wasn't for me. | transferred to the journalism program.
Ultimately, | graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Science in Journalism.
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Q: What was the situation in the 1950's? The Cold War had started, and the Korean
War was “going strong” during almost the entire period that you were at the University
of Kansas. Did the subject of foreign affairs intrude on your consciousness? Were you
looking at foreign affairs at all at this point?

TICE: | became aware of foreign affairs and interested in them through my classes in
journalism. There

| had some excellent professors who tried to guide us on what we took in the College

of Liberal Arts, in terms of history and political science. They virtually “forced us to read
newspapers.” That meant that you had to have read the daily newspaper every day before
you went to your first class, or you were “dead meat” [likely to be “marked down” by the
professor].

Q: In Kansas in the 1950's how did you find international news coverage?

TICE: We read the “Kansas City Star” and “Topeka Daily Capital.” Neither of them was
particularly good on foreign affairs, so | also read “Time” and “Newsweek.” | would say that
| depended more on the news magazines than on the daily newspapers for international
news.

Q: Then you graduated from the University of Kansas in 1954?
TICE: Yes.
Q: Then what?

TICE: | went right into the U. S. Air Force. The Korean War was over by that time, but
the draft was alive and well | had been in the Air Force ROTC [Reserve Officers Training
Corps], but because they were reducing the size of the armed forces, commissions
were not being given to Air Force ROTC graduates unless they could go to pilot training.
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| couldn't pass they eye test, so my choice was to be drafted or accept a two-year
enlistment in the Air Force, entering as Airman Third Class via an abbreviated basic
training course. | decided to go ahead and do that.

| was assigned to San Antonio, TX. | never left there. | was there for two years.
Q: Was this at Brooks or Lackland Air Force Base?

TICE: | was at Lackland Air Force Base.

Q: 1 did my Air Force basic training at Lackland in the summer of 1950.

TICE: | was assigned to what they called “Permanent Party” at Lackland Air Force Base
there. As an enlisted man | ended up as the “Non Commissioned Officer in Charge” of

a unit which was set up with a bunch of other ROTC NCQO's to write correspondence
textbooks which were to parallel the academic curriculum of the Officer Candidate School
(OCS). My unit was co-located with the OCS at Lackland.

My first discovery was that the Officer Candidate School didn't have anything recognizable
as an academic curriculum, so we wrote one. [Laughter] It was really great fun. We had
this group of people, all college graduates, living in a barracks. We had our own barracks
and set our own pace. What we did was create an academic curriculum. It was a very
interesting 14 month assignment.

Then, unfortunately, | was commissioned a Second Lieutenant and wound up running a
“billeting office,” which was probably the least challenging thing that I've ever done.

Q: So when did you get out of the Air Force?
TICE: In 1956.

Q: Had you set out any “fishing lines” for other jobs?
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TICE: | had worked as a newspaper “stringer” for United Press while | was at the
University of Kansas. | got to do quite a lot of work for them, particularly in sports area.
The University of Kansas was a big sports school, and | was the UP “stringer” for sports.
At one time my roommate in the fraternity was Wes Santee, who was the guy most
famous for saying: “Sure, I'll run the forum on my own” in a 'Life' Magazine in which he
was featured on the cover. However, Santee got at cross-purposes with Avery Brundage
[Chairman of the American Athletic Union] and was disqualified from amateur athletics
before he could do so. The four-minute barrier was broken by England's Roger Banister
in the spring of 1954. Santee did break Pavo Nurmi's Olympic mark and held the world
record for about a year at 4.0.4

| also interviewed for a job with the “Topeka Daily Capital.” the principal newspaper in
Kansas. | decided to go with them when | left the Air Force because they were prepared
to pay me about 25 percent more than United Press, which, in any case, had no idea of
where they would send me. So | decided to take “the devil that | knew” and went to work
for the “Topeka Daily Capital.” | stayed there for a year.

Meanwhile, | had taken the Foreign Service written exam twice, failed t the first time,
and passed the second. When | didn't pass it the first time, | got a bunch of “College
Outline” pamphlets on economics, politics, world and U.S. history, and government, and
memorized a crib list my wife created on art, architecture, music, painting, and literature.
| took the written exam for the second time in the spring, before | left the Air Force. This
time | passed it.

Q: How did you hear about the Foreign Service and what inspired you to try for it?

TICE: My wife was interested in it, but, of course, married women were not permitted to
join the Foreign Service. One of my colleagues in this Air Force textbook writing outfit said
that he was applying to take the Foreign Service written exam, and he suggested that | go
along with him. So | put in an application to take the exam. This was in the aftermath of
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the “McCarthy era” [reference to Senator Joseph McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin] when
the State Department was trying very hard to recruit people for the Foreign Service, which
had been decimated in the earlier part of that decade by the good Senator's charges of
communist infiltration.

Q: Before you entered the Foreign Service, were you able to talk to anybody about what
the Foreign Service did or anything like that?

TICE: | had never met a Foreign Service Officer until | showed up in Washington,

DC, to enter the State Department. In retrospect, by the way, this was the point when
Senator Fulbright [Democrat, Arkansas] was a member of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee. Senator Fulbright wasn't Chairman of the Committee. Senator Theodore
Francis Green [Democrat, Rhode Island] was the Chairman at that time. Senator Green
was an elderly gentleman who was sort of “half awake” most of the time, and Senator
Fulbright, in effect, pretty much ran the Committee. Fulbright was making a big “push” at
that time for broadening the “base of recruitment” for the Foreign Service.

I've always felt that | was one of the early “affirmative action” candidates for the Foreign
Service. | had not gone to Princeton, Yale, Harvard, or Dartmouth and | was born West of
the Mississippi. In any case, | got in.

Q: | entered the Foreign Service in 1955. | remember that at that time there was talk about
a “massive infusion of Main Street” into the Foreign Service. Where did you take your oral
examination?

TICE: In St. Louis, MO.

Q: Do you recall how the oral examination that you took was conducted or any of the
gquestions asked?
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TICE: Yes, | do. There were three people on the board. It was all very “stiff and formal.”
| don't remember the names of any of the members of the board. One of them later was
head of BEX [Board of Examiners of the Foreign Service], but his name escapes me now.

The most embarrassing question that they asked me was to name the original 13 colonies
which later made up the United States. | learned later that that was considered a good,
“trick” question. In any case, | could only name 12 of the original 13 colonies.

Q: That's like trying to name the “Seven Dwarfs” in the “Snow White” story.

TICE: They asked me some questions on economics. I'd been “boning up” on that subject
and was forewarned on that kind of thing.

They asked me to name three successes and three failures in American foreign policy.

| don't remember all of my answers now, but | said that one of the successes was the
“Open Door” policy on China. We got into quite a debate on that, because one of the board
members was a China expert. After this discussion had gone on for some time, the fellow
who was debating this with me said: “Well, do | take it that you have changed your mind
and have decided that the 'Open Door' policy wasn't a 'success?" | said: “Oh, no, if that's
what you think, | very badly expressed myself, so let's start all over again.” [Laughter] He
said: “Oh, no.” However, when | finished the interview and left the room, | was very quickly
called back in by the chairman of the oral board, who told me that | had passed, but “just
barely.” He said: “Let me tell you. You're probably one of the least qualified candidates that
we've ever examined.” He really ripped me up one side and down the other about all of the
things that I didn't know. | went away very happy but chastened.

Q: When did you get married, by the way?
TICE: | was married in 1955, while | was in the Air Force.

Q: When did you start your basic officer's course at the State Department?
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TICE: In August, 1957.

Q: Could you give me a little feel of the type of people who were in that course at that time
and, perhaps, how the training program struck you?

TICE: Yes. There were, | think, 33 people in the course. As a whole, it was one of the
oldest groups to enter the Foreign Service. There was quite a range of ages. | think that
the oldest person in the course was Peter Sebastian. Peter was delayed in being accepted
because he was not American born. He had to be a citizen for 10 years before he could
come into the Foreign Service. The youngest member of the class was Dick Dwyer, now
dead, who was then 22.

| would say that the majority were from the traditional schools that you would think of for
people entering the Foreign Service. In addition to the “traditional schools,” some of them
had gone to the Georgetown School of Foreign Service. They were the ones who did all
the talking. | recall that | was quite intimidated when | showed up for the “A-100" course
[the entering FSO course]. They all came in carrying copies of “The New York Times” and
were talking about foreign policy issues. | had never read “The New York Times” and did
not talk about foreign policy issues. [Laughter] However, | quickly “cottoned onto” the fact
that there was a bunch of other people like me who weren't doing all the talking but who,
as it became clear, were just as smart as the others but not quite as articulate or as sure of
themselves.

Q: And there was a certain amount of “posturing,” too. When you came into the Foreign
Service, it was a time when one dressed fairly impeccably. Speaking for myself, | felt
almost as if | had gotten into the wrong “Club” when | entered the Foreign Service. | felt
that my classmates in the A-100 course were all fancy dudes...
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TICE: Oh, very much so. As a matter of fact, | owned only two suits at the time. One of
them was “fawn colored.” | quickly “ditched” that one and went into “hock” to get another
suit.

Q: You must have gone to S. S. Schwartz in Baltimore.
TICE: Yes.
Q: Well, how about minority or women members of the class?

TICE: There were two women in our class: Phyllis Spaulding, | think, who later married
Bob Oakley. Eventually, when they dropped the ridiculous rule that a married woman
couldn't be a Foreign Service Officer, she was able to return to the Foreign Service and is
now an Assistant Secretary of State. There was another woman in the class whose name |
forget right now. There were no “minority” members of the class.

Q: In your training was there much about American foreign policy or the background of the
Foreign Service?

TICE: Yes, there was. We had some “area” lecturers and that kind of thing, but | don't
remember that their lectures were particularly “deep.” At that time | heard very little about
the Foreign Service at all. However, | remember the language training courses much more
vividly because they were so much more difficult.

Q: When you entered the Foreign Service, were your interested in some special area or
function?

TICE: | was interested in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union and in political analysis
and reporting. | was initially assigned to an administrative job in one of the old, temporary
buildings down by the Reflecting Pool between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln
Memorial. Not the Navy Annex buildings on Constitution Ave. but the little, two story
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temporary buildings along the Reflecting Pool. | was in the “A” [Administrative] Area,
working on regulations and procedures. It was something less than inspiring work.

Q: This was after you finished the A-100 course.

TICE: Yes, it was after | finished the A-100 class. That assignment to the “A” area lasted
for a little less than a couple of years [1957-1959]. Then | was assigned to French
language training at the Foreign Service Institute and was sent to the Consulate General in
Antwerp, Belgium, where, of course, the Belgians were going through the French-Flemish
“standoff.” If you spoke French to the Flemish, they wouldn't even answer you.

Q: Well, let's talk a little bit about your first job, in the “A” area. It sounds like such an
uninspiring area to assign a young officer with potential. Normally, the Department makes
an effort to make the first assignment interesting by sending you overseas, or something
like that.

TICE: Not then. The Department was having trouble finding places to “park” incoming
junior officers.” The Department was bringing in classes of new Foreign Service Officers
every couple of months. This was done in an attempt to “repopulate” the Foreign Service
because it had expanding responsibilities, new posts, and that kind of thing. However, the
Foreign Service was still suffering from the McCarthy era, when many people had left the
service.

Q: I think that | mentioned that | came into the Foreign Service in July, 1955. We were
called “Class 1.” Obviously, there had been A-100 classes before us, but there had been a
long hiatus. This was just the beginning, and everybody was looking at us. All of a sudden
it seemed like a “rebirth” of the Foreign Service.

TICE: By the time | entered the Foreign Service in August, 1957, | think that the
Department had sort of hit “flood tide” on people coming into the Service. They were
assigning us to just about any place available. Out of my class of 33 people only about half
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a dozen went right out to an overseas post. The effort was to send a new officer overseas
after one tour of duty in the Department, which is what happened to me.

Q: How did you find this business of writing rules and regulations? | would have thought
that this would have been sort of a duplicate of your Air Force experience.

TICE: Yes, it was pretty dull, but there was an interesting bunch of characters doing it.
They were all officers from the middle grades on up. They were “parked” there in the “A”
area for some reason. Some of them had alcohol problems and some were “cantankerous”
and difficult to assign, but it was an interesting bunch of people. It was great fun to be with
them. My principal project was rewriting and updating the Emergency and Evacuation
Manual for the State Department, drawing on the experiences of the Suez war in, | believe,
1956. An interesting aside on that work, when the draft was completed and approved, |
sent it forward for printing recommending a red cover. | was told in no uncertain terms that
was impossible, because red and pink were colors that could not be used because of the
communist witch hunt pushed by the McCarthyites.

Q: Did you pick up anything about the administrative function that you later carried with
you later on?

TICE: Oh, yes, quite a lot. Since we were working on the Foreign Service Regulations, |
found even years later that | knew more about the Foreign Service Regulations than most
other people did. Not that that really counted for much, unless you're an Administrative
Officer, but that's what they made me next.

Q: Regarding this time you were in the Administrative area in the Department of State,
from 1957 to 19597

TICE: Right. In the fall of 1959 | was assigned to French language training.

Q: How long did that last?
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TICE: Three months.
Q: So then you went to Antwerp in 19607

TICE: | left Washington in November, 1959, on the SS UNITED STATES, bound for Le
Havre, France. Nobody had ever told us that you should avoid crossing the North Atlantic
Ocean in November of the year. [Laughter]

Q: You were in Antwerp from 1959 to 1961. What was your assignment?

TICE: | was first assigned as a Consular Officer, but they did a little shuffle at the post and
| wound up as Administrative Officer for the first year [1960]. Then | was assigned as the
Passport Officer in the Consular Section for the second year. That really was fascinating
for me, because this was a time when our passport and citizenship laws were such that
they provided that a naturalized citizen lost American nationality if he or she didn't lived

in the United States for “x” number of years after naturalization before going overseas,

and all that kind of thing. Along with Haifa, Israel, Antwerp had been the center in Europe
of the diamond trade. There were many, many Jews living in Antwerp. When the Nazi-
directed “holocaust” was descending on Europe, they decamped to a third center of the
diamond industry in the New World, in New York. Many of them stayed in New York for
five years, or long enough to be naturalized as American citizens. Then they came back to
Antwerp. There was an effort made to try to “catch” people who had come back to Europe
on a permanent basis at that time, after naturalization in the United States. We called
them “passport citizens.” | always had a very uneasy feeling about that period because our
instructions were to pick up the United States passports of anybody who had lived abroad
for “x” number of years if they were presented at the Consulate. Then the case would be
adjudicated by the Department. | felt a great sense of relief, years later, when that whole
set of laws was “wiped out” by the Supreme Court. People whose passports | had taken up
could then get them back. [Laughter]
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Q: That was very difficult. | assume that the people in Antwerp who were involved in this
kind of situation would present certificates from doctors that they couldn't leave, and that
sort of thing.

TICE: Oh, yes. They would try to prove that they had been back to the U. S. and this kind
of thing, but there was no notation to this effect in their passports. You remember, in the
old days the immigration officials used to stamp entries into the U. S. in your passports.

Q: Could you talk a little about the Consulate General in Antwerp?

TICE: Yes. It had been one of our major Consulates in Europe because of the events

of World War Il. When the invasion of Normandy took place [in June, 1944], there were
two ports which were candidates for the huge movements of incoming materials for the
rest of the campaign in Europe. One was Rotterdam, and the other one was Antwerp.

The Allies didn't have enough anti-aircraft defenses to cover both ports against the low
level, “buzz bombs” fired by the Germans. These were called “V-1" bombs [or “Vengeance
weapons,” as the Germans called them]. So the Allies concentrated anti-aircraft guns
around Antwerp, the more modern of the two ports, and it suffered only minor damage
during the V-1 campaign. Lightly-defended Rotterdam was heavily damaged as a result.
The result of that decision was that Antwerp and Brussels were two of the “best defended”
cities in all of Europe. Even as late as late 1959 and 1960 Europe was still pretty much in
a recovery phase. However, Belgium, with less recovering to do and the revenues created
by having the only fully-functioning port in Northern Europe, had the highest cost of living
in Europe at that time. Although it was a nice place to live, the “down side” was that a
junior Foreign Service Officer like myself found it hard to make ends meet. By that time |
was making, | think, about $4800 a year.

Q: Who was the Consul General when you were there?
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TICE: That's another story. George Falconer Wilson had been Administrative Assistant

to Senator William Knowland [Republican, California], who was Chairman, | think, of

the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in a Republican-controlled Congress. Wilson
was one of the “triumvirate” who came into the State Department to “clean out the
communists.” They included Scott e, who “found” the “communists” as head of the Bureau
of Security and Consular Affairs; George Wilson, who was then Chief of Personnel and
“fired” them, and Frances Knight, Chief of the Passport Office, who kept them from
traveling..

Wilson had finally been “exiled” to Antwerp as Consul General. He was basically not a
“mean” person. He was just ideologically so far off to the Right that he was a little “weird.”
However, his wife was really “mean.” [Laughter] | remember one time sitting in their house,
drinking too much, and listening to them talk about how Dean Rusk [then Secretary of
State] was a communist. This was a “disturbing” experience for a junior Foreign Service
Officer.

We survived two years at the Consulate General in Antwerp [1959-1962]. However, the
Department was still having trouble getting people assigned onward. | left Antwerp with no
onward assignment. | was told by the Department: “Well, go on home leave, and we'll have
an assignment for you at that time.” | repeated a request that | had made before. | said
that | came into the Foreign Service with the idea of concentrating on Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union. | made it clear that that was what | wanted. | had a telephone call while |
was on home leave in Kansas in which the person who talked to me said: “Well, we have
an assignment for you. It's to the Consulate General in Montreal [Canada].” | was again
assigned as Administrative Officer. | said: “Well, all right, I'll go to Montreal but if | don't get
Eastern European or Russian language training in an onward assignment following that,
I'm going to resign.”

What effect that had on anybody | had no idea. My comment probably went into the
personnel record. However, 18 months later | was sitting, fat, dumb, and happy and having
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fun in Montreal, because it's a marvelous place to live. | got a telephone call saying:
“You have four weeks to finish up in Montreal and get down to Washington for Bulgarian
language training.” [Laughter]

Q: I'd like to go quickly back to Antwerp before we leave it. Could you describe the political
situation in Belgium from your perspective and how you dealt with the Belgians?

TICE: This assignment was during the early days of the Flemish and French cultural and
particularly linguistic difficulties in Antwerp. | suppose that Antwerp was about 80 percent
Flemish, although | don't have at my fingertips the statistics on the matter. Certainly,
Antwerp was heavily Flemish, and there was a lot of tension. The situation wasn't “nasty,”
though there were occasional demonstrations. You would hear a lot of snide remarks
among the French about the Flemish, who worked in most of the shops, stores, and that
kind of thing. If you spoke to them in French, they wouldn't respond or would respond

in Flemish or English, because they seemed always to be able to figure out that we

were Americans. They would rather speak English with us than French. | learned a little
Flemish, but not much. | had trouble practicing my French there. There was a hidebound,
holdout group of French speakers, composed of Walloons [French speaking Belgians] and
Francophiles.

There was an organization called the American-Belgian Association which was sort of the
social center for many of the diplomats assigned to Antwerp. Not surprisingly, it was very
anti-Flemish and very much run by the Walloons. This was quite an experience for my
wife and myself because it was supposedly a “high society pick-up joint.” [Laughter] Q:
Did you have the feeling that the Consul General and other senior officers were caught up
in dealing with the “high society” in Antwerp, which sort of absorbed the consular officers
there? This often happens when you get into one of these things.

TICE: Yes. That was very much the case with the senior officers in the Consulate General,
who were part of the “elite” in the town. No question about that. To a lesser degree, young
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couples in our Consulate General got invited to social events in “high society” in Antwerp.
It was a pleasant existence.

We did have something called the Vice-Consular Corps, which, in effect, was another club.
Its members were all pretty hard-working consular officers who were busily involved with
the port and that kind of thing. That was where the “real fun” was, because most of us
were under 30. We had a lot of fun at the monthly “bashes” at the Vice-Consular Corps.

Q: What about problems with seamen and all of that? Did you get involved with seamen's
problems?

TICE: Very much so, signing them on and off and disciplinary problems on the ships.
There were also problems with indigent Americans coming through, looking for “handouts”
and that kind of thing. That was a good part of my activity.

Q: How did you deal with seamen? Could you get the Belgian authorities to help you do
things?

TICE: Oh, yes. Handling these matters was actually fairly simple because, if you had a
“beached” seaman on your hands, you didn't give him any money. We arranged with the
Scandinavian Seamen's Home, where it cost $0.75 a day for a seaman to live until he got
another ship. They had very strict rules. A seaman had to be out of the Home at 8:00 AM
and couldn't come back until 6:00 PM. He had to be in by 9:00 PM. We had been able to
set up a fund to cover this. | ponied up the $0.75 a day to keep a seaman there but never
gave them any money, because they would just drink it up or take off on a spree. It was
interesting work.

Q: Were there any “protection and welfare” cases that particularly come to mind?

TICE: No really “wild” ones. During a fair part of my time doing consular work in Antwerp,
| was responsible for somebody in jail. The only “protection and welfare” case that really
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gave me fits involved a prominent judge from Hawaii and his wife, who were visiting
Antwerp. He died unexpectedly. In his will he had said that he wanted to be cremated,
and his widow wanted to follow through on that. However, there were no facilities for
cremation in Belgium at the time.. | had to make all the arrangements to send the body to
Germany to be cremated. We had the judge's widow on our hands for the several days
that took. She sort of became part of my family. We had lunch or dinner with her nearly
every day and persuaded others in the American community to give us a hand in keeping
her occupied and as content as could reasonably be expected. This was sort of “what you
did.” [Laughter]

Q: Let's move on to Montreal. When were you in Montreal?
TICE: About 18 months, from January, 1961, to the summer of 1963.
Q: What were you doing there?

TICE: Again, | started out as Administrative Officer. | couldn't seem to “shake”
assignments like that because | knew something about the administration of the Foreign
Service. | did that kind of work for about nine months. Then, during the remainder of my
stay in Montreal, | again had the citizenship job. However, at that time the Consulate
General in Montreal was one of the biggest “visa mills” in the Foreign Service. Everybody
assigned there issued visas at one time or another. While | had my own Citizenship Unit
and that kind of thing, on rotation | would go over and spend two hours a day working in
the “visa mill.”

Q: Who was the Consul General in Montreal when you were there?

TICE: It was Jerome T. Gaspard. He had worked in the “Point Four” program in Europe

and then came into the regular Foreign Service under the “Wriston Program” [lateral entry
of civil servants into the Foreign Service in the mid-1950's]. He was in Montreal as Consul
General, | think, for three or four years. Then he moved up to Quebec as Consul General,
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which was his “retirement post.” He was Consul General in Quebec for a couple of more
years.

Q: During this period, 1961-1963, what was the political situation in Canada?

TICE: That's where | really got into political work for the first time. While | was assigned as
a consular officer, | had the great, good fortune to live in an apartment house which was a
short way down the hill from the Consulate General. It was an easy, five-minute walk from
my home to the office. It was on the main street which goes over the top of Mount Royal.

One day | was admiring a Ford Thunderbird which was parked next to my car in the
parking garage under the apartment building. | struck up a conversation with the man who
owned it. It turned out that he was the Member of Parliament for the Mount Royal Riding
[electoral district]. His name was Allan McNaughton. We became good friends, although
he was quite a lot older than I.. At that time he a key figure in the election campaign of
Lester [Jim] Pearson, the leader of the Liberal Party, who was running against incumbent
Prime Minister, John Diefenbaker, the leader of the Conservative Party.

| got involved in that campaign because Allan McNaughton started using me as a channel
to get information down to Washington. U. S. policy at the time of the election was
“neutral,” but fairly clearly the Department wanted Jim Pearson to win. However, the
Department kept saying “dumb things” which made it more difficult. McNaughton was
using me as a channel to “pass the word” to the Department. When he first asked me if

| could serve in that capacity, | went to Consul General Gaspard and asked him what |
should do. He said: “Write up what he tells you and send it down to the Department. I'll try
to get somebody down in Washington to pay attention to what you write up.” This process
worked.

During the final weeks of the campaign | remember an incident that at that that related
to the “DEW Line” [Distant Early Warning Line], a radar defense for the United States,
which was being built in Canada, with Canadian Government permission. There was a
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supposedly “classified” Senate Committee hearing in Washington on this subject. | seem
to recall that a prominent figure in the U. S. Government, | think that it was an Assistant
Secretary of State, or somebody like that, was testifying in favor of the construction of the
DEW Line. This person said to a critical Senator: “Do you want Soviet bombs to drop on us
or do you want Soviet bombers to be shot down and the bombs dropped in Canada? You
have a choice.”

This comment was “leaked” to the press. Allan McNaughton called me up about this. He
was “howling mad.” He said: “What's the matter with those people [in Washington]? They
just can't seem to get it straight.” Nevertheless, | was able to keep up this relationship with
McNaughton during the whole time that we were in Montreal.

When Pearson won the election, McNaughton became Speaker of the Canadian House of
Commons. On a couple of occasions he invited us up, once when my mother-in-law was
visiting Montreal, to have dinner in his chambers, which was a very “royal” kind of place.
Before dinner we had drinks with him, and Allan had invited a bunch of Canadian political
types to dinner, too. | remember that Allan showed my mother-in-law, who was then in her
60's, the dining room. She said: “Oh, my goodness. Look at all of that cutlery! How will |
know what to use first?” He said: “You're going to sit by me. Watch me, and whatever |
pick up, you pick up. Don't worry about it.” [Laughter] He was really a very wonderful guy.

Q: While you were there in Montreal, although only as a consular officer, did you sense
any dislike of John Diefenbaker by official Americans? Certainly, President Kennedy
had an intense dislike of Diefenbaker. Did you feel that dislike through the consular and
diplomatic establishment we had in Canada?

TICE: Yes. The Quebecers [residents of the Province of Quebec, in which Montreal

Is located] tended to be Liberals and not Conservatives at that time and were very

much anti-Diefenbaker. The other political current was the beginning of the Quebec
separatist movement. Advocates of separatism for the Province of Quebec were blowing
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up mailboxes in Montreal. There was an upper middle class, English speaking enclave in
Montreal, and one of the separatists' tactics was to drop bombs in the mailboxes, causing
shrapnel to spray the immediate area. So that was going on.

It was interesting that one of the people who was in our younger, social “set” who
circulated in the university circles and the Consular Corps was a man who always dressed
very dramatically and wore a cape. He was Pierre Elliot Trudeau [a future Canadian Prime
Minister]. He would always show up at these functions accompanied by a beautiful young
woman.

Q: Were you in Montreal during President Kennedy's visit to Canada? One of the more or
less obligatory first visits of a U. S. President is to Canada and another one is to Mexico.

TICE: | don't recall it. If | was there at the time, it was not something that affected us in
Montreal.

What did touch us, of course, was the Cuban Missile Crisis [October, 1962]. That was
the first time that | felt hostility toward the U. S. on the part of the Canadians. Even then,
the Canadians had this affinity for the Caribbean Sea and Cuba. God knows, if | lived in
Canada, I'd want to get to the Caribbean too, as often as | could.

Q: Did you find yourself getting into arguments about Fidel Castro and U. S. policy toward
Cuba?

TICE: Oh, yes. In social settings you would get into that kind of thing. At times it was really
“nasty.” The opposition of many Canadians to U. S. policy toward Cuba was very heartfelt
on their part. During the Cuban Missile Crisis there were big demonstrations in front of the
Consulate General in Montreal.
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Q: Was there any appreciation in Canada that this really was not a confrontation between
Cuba and the United States but between the United States and the Soviet Union as part of
the Cold War?

TICE: Oh, yes, it was very much understood that this was a confrontation with the Soviets.
That was when | really focused in on the whole nuclear question for the first time.

Q: If the Canadians were demonstrating against us, what did they want us to do?

TICE: They wanted us to avoid a confrontation with the Soviets. They felt that we were
endangering the whole world by confronting the Russians over the Soviet missiles in
Cuba.

Q: Really, the Canadians were somewhat “out of step” with the rest of Europe and other
places on this issue, weren't they?

TICE: Yes, but this was not unusual.

Q: Let me just change the tape.

Q: This is Side B of Tape 1 of an interview with Donald Tice. Don, when you left Montreal,
you went to study Bulgarian. When you asked for Eastern European or Soviet language
training, did you expect to be sent to study Bulgarian? After all, Bulgaria is not only down
South physically and geographically but kind of “at the end of the line.”

TICE: Having applied for Eastern European language training, when | hung up the
telephone after learning of my assignment to Bulgarian language training, the first thing |
did was to hunt up an atlas to see where Bulgaria was! [Laughter] | guess that | had been
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thinking of Prague, Warsaw, or places like that. Anyhow, both my wife and | did 10 months
of Bulgarian language training.

Q: Tell me. You studied Bulgarian. | studied Serbo-Croatian at almost the same time, in
1961-1962.

TICE: You must have had Father Milosevic [an Orthodox priest working as a language
instructor] as one of your teachers.

Q: I was wondering whether you got much from your teachers. Actually, my teachers were
Jankovic and Popovic. Larry Eagleburger [later Ambassador to Yugoslavia and Secretary
of State] was also in the class. If we got nothing else out of that class, it was a feeling for
the Serb mind and mentality. How did you feel about it? Did you get something about the
Bulgarian outlook on the world?

TICE: Oh, yes. We had only one teacher because studying Bulgarian involved a really
“small country syndrome.” Our teacher was a lady named Vera Graff. She was a very
bright, bubbly little lady. She was pleasant, well read, and knew Bulgarian literature and
that kind of thing. We got a feel from her for things Bulgarian and Bulgarian ways of
looking at things.

There were only four of us in the class, one of whom was my wife. That was my first wife,
by the way. She died in 1989. She stuck out the whole 10 months with me. The other
students in the class included a USIA [United States Information Agency] officer named
Timothy Pfeiffer and another young Foreign Service Officer named Bob Smith.

When we got to Bulgaria, members of our Bulgarian class at the FSI [Foreign Service
Institute] made up about three-fifths of the staff of the Embassy in Sofia. Actually, it was
not an Embassy; it was a Legation, one of the last in the Foreign Service. Anyhow, in the
Legation Bob Smith was Political Officer, | was Economic Officer, and Tim Pfeiffer was
Public Affairs Officer. | still have my Third Secretary of Legation identity card. The U. S.
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Mission in Sofia was the last Legation we had. It was sort of a point of pride that | served in
the last U. S. Legation. In fact, | don't think the U.S. has Third Secretaries any more.

Q: So you were in Sofia, Bulgaria, from...

TICE: We got there in the summer of 1964 and left in the summer of 1967. We took home
leave after 18 months in Sofia.

Q: What was the state of our relations with Bulgaria when you went there in 1964, both in
terms of what you learned in whatever area studies you had and what you learned when
you got there?

TICE: U. S. relations with Bulgaria were formal and cold. At that time Bulgaria was used by
the Soviets as a kind of “trial balloon” agent. The Soviet Ambassador in Sofia was referred
to jokingly in the Diplomatic Corps as the “Pro-Consul.” He was the “big man” in Sofia.
Todor Zhivkov and all of his lackeys obviously looked to the Kremlin to learn what they
should do. So dealing with the Bulgarians was cold and formal.

The Bulgarian Minister of the Interior had been very well trained by the KGB [Soviet secret
police]. Ministry of the Interior agents were omnipresent. Our houses and apartments, and
most of us lived in apartments, were “bugged” to a fare-thee-well. We had to assume that

everything in the Legation was bugged.

Our Mission was and still is located in a little, store-front building in downtown Sofia. Living
and working there was tough. Supplies were hard to get. You couldn't travel outside of
Sofia without obtaining prior permission for the trip. You had to give notice if you were
going outside the city limits. Food, even in the government run, Diplomatic Store, was not
particularly what you wanted. The variety of food was very limited.

Q: Did you have turnip salad?
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TICE: Yes, yogurt was big, turnips were big. Potatoes and onions generally were
unavailable near the end of the winter, and you really never saw green vegetables, even in
the summer, when they were producing loads of it in Bulgaria. Much of their best produce,
and meat, went to the Soviet Union. Green vegetables and fruit also were being exported
to the West for hard currency. They came on the market in Bulgaria just enough ahead

of the produce of the Po Valley [in Italy] that the Bulgarians could sell them handily, send
them out to Western European markets out in big 18-wheelers marked “Bulgarplod,” which
means “Bulgarian fruit”. The best vegetables and fruits were always shipped to Moscow,
the rest went to Western Europe, and the Bulgarian public could buy them only at peak
production periods when the volume of the crops exceeded their ability to ship them out.

Q: Who was the Minister while you were there?

TICE: Eugenie Anderson was. She was the first woman to be appointed a Chief of Mission
In @ communist country. She was appointed by President John Kennedy. She left Bulgaria
in the spring of 1965, about six to eight months after | got there.

The next Minister was Nathaniel Davis, a career Foreign Service Officer who had just
come out of an assignment to the White House staff. Nat was in Sofia only a year because
he had a very unfortunate accident. He and his two small daughters had gone out on a
cold, winter, Sunday afternoon. to a hill in Sofia which kids used to slide down. When his
kids got cold he headed back for his residence with them in his van. As he was going
down a steep hill with an ice slick on it, the van went out of control, went through an
intersection, and smashed into a bus stop. One person was killed, and a second, a child,
was badly injured.

The Bulgarians, of course, in their “kindly” way, saw this as an opportunity to “extort”

the Americans. So the Department pulled Nat out real fast. His DCM [Deputy Chief of
Mission], Tom Tuck, was an “experiment,” a USIA officer serving as a DCM. This was back
when USIA officers were considered by he Department not as qualified as “real” FSOs.
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Tom Tuch of course was and is a highly accomplished diplomat, and went on to be one of
the eminent “gray beards” of USIA.

We were very lucky when we lost Nat Davis that we had Tom Tuck as Charg# d'Affaires,
because it was nearly a year before a successor to Nat was named.

Q: He was a Soviet hand at that time, wasn't he?

TICE: Yes, he had had experience in both the Soviet Union and in Germany. About the
time Tom Tuck was leaving, we finally had an Ambassador accredited to Bulgaria, John
[Jack] McSweeney. Jack was initially assigned to Bulgaria as Minister, but he had been
lobbying to have the position raised to the level of Ambassador, and the Department
accepted his recommendation. | think that he had been Political Counselor and then DCM
in the Embassy in Moscow. He was assigned as DCM in Belgium at the time he was
appointed Minister in Bulgaria. Then the Department raised the office to the level of an
Embassy. This had already been done in Hungary, which had the only other American
Legation in the world.

That was one of the first times that | really got in a “swivet” with my Ambassador, although
this was certainly not the last time.. When Minister McSweeney arrived in Sofia, he got

us all together and said that he wanted to have all of our opinions on whether or not the
Legation should be made an Embassy. When he came to me, | gave him rather a long and
stern lecture on all of the concessions that we should get from the Bulgarians, because
they considered it very important to have an American Embassy in Sofia at that point. |
listed all of the things which, in my view, we should first demand before our Mission in
Sofia was raised to be an Embassy.

| realized that | was in trouble because Jack McSweeney is a big, florid Irishman. The color
on his face began to get redder and redder. He let me say my piece, and when | finished,
he rasped out a “Thank you very much,” and adjourned the meeting. Then they announced
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a week later that the Department was raising the Legation in Sofia to Embassy status. He
had already known that.

Q: He wanted to be an Ambassador, that's all. You have to take that into consideration.

TICE: Yes, he wanted to be an Ambassador. McSweeney and | laughed about this
incident later, once we got to know each other better.

Q: How was Eugenie Anderson as Minister?

TICE: She was quite good. She was very professional and very solicitous of the Legation
staff. She honestly wanted to try to take care of us. She lived in a rather grand house (by
comparison to most of our apartments), but at the same comfort level as the rest of us in
terms of the difficulty of getting supplies. She had official functions there, and members of
the staff were invited over to her residence or were invited to dinner, for example, more or
less as “family” members. So we got to see some “civilization” that way.

She was very “political.” She had always been, and that was why she was appointed.

Q: Hadn't she been Chairman or something like that of the Democratic National
Committee?

TICE: | think that she had been. I liked her. She was a very interesting person. Her
husband, John Anderson, had a family connection with the Kellogg breakfast cereal
company and was quite a wealthy person. This was how she had had the money to get
into the Hubert Humphrey [former Senator from Minnesota and Vice President of the
United States] circle and climb up in the Democratic Party. Anderson lived in Sofia most
of the time. He was a photographer. That was his hobby and his avocation. He was a very
pleasant man, always sort of in the background.

At one point there were several, anti-American riots in Sofia, and he went out to take
pictures of them. These took place near the Legation. Eugenie was absolutely furious with

Interview with Donald C. Tice http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001180



Library of Congress

him for putting himself in what was potentially “harm's way.” | felt very uncomfortable being
present when at the residence she was really “dressing him down” for having taken those
pictures. This was the Ambassador talking to him. [Laughter].

Q: During the time that you were in Bulgaria, how did you report on the economy?

TICE: | dealt with this in two ways. One way was to read the newspapers. We read all
seven newspapers published every day. | can still rattle off their names. We read “Politika”
first. This was the Communist Party newspaper. What we read there was repeated in all of
the other newspapers. “Politika” material accounted for about three-fourths of the contents
of the other newspapers, although the other papers also carried other material. There were
papers for agricultural, youth, labor, sports, arts, and the so-called Fatherland Front, which
was the organization designed to involve the general populace who were not members of
the communist party in social and political activities..

| used the material in the press as the basis for my reporting. Generally, we couldn't get
appointments with officials in the economic ministries. They just wouldn't talk to you. So

| collected information by word of mouth, on the cocktail circuit. There weren't very many
Bulgarians at any of the social functions we attended. | talked to everybody | could and, of
course, got a lot of “disinformation,” bad information, and that kind of thing in the process.

My wife and | found ourselves in an interesting situation because we both were fluent in
Bulgarian and spoke fairly fluent French. We were invited to a lot of functions that other
diplomats, primarily accredited Ambassadors, were giving because by and large these
diplomats didn't speak Bulgarian. If they invited Bulgarians, they would invite us because
they would use us as language bridges, speaking three languages [English, French, and
Bulgarian]. This got us into a lot of things that we wouldn't have been into otherwise. Most
of the dinners hosted by Ambassadors were black tie. | attended more black tie functions
in Sofia than did in the rest of my career put togetheThe “downside” of this was that we
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had something going on almost every night. You've been at small posts like that. It can be
pretty deadly.

In fact, about the time that we got there, the Diplomatic Corps in Sofia made an agreement
that there would be no official functions on Friday evenings, Saturdays, or Sundays, unless
there were a visiting dignitary, a national holiday, or something like that involved or there
was a date that couldn't be avoided. However, in general and even so, people would

avoid ordinary, “social entertaining” on Friday evening, Saturday, or Sunday. That was a
godsend, because we had three nights “off” the social round.

The best information could not be collected in Sofia. You got it outside of Sofia, but you
had to have a travel permit to leave Sofia. We traveled to some extent on the basis of
consular work. A lot of Bulgarians had emigrated to the United States during the period
between World War | and World War Il. Many of these people had retired, were elderly,
and wanted to spend their final years in their land or origin.. During both world wars, and
particularly World War |, there had been a lot of Bulgarians who had gone to the U. S.

in the immigration wave in the early part of the 20th century and had served in the U. S.
Army and were still alive when | was in Bulgaria. They had veterans' pensions, social
security rights, and that kind of thing.

There was a Treasury embargo on U.S. dollars going into Bulgaria, with a few exceptions.
Some of those exceptions concerned pensions for elderly people. These recipients
couldn't get these pensions, however, unless a Consular Officer went out and certified the
“bona fides” of the person who was the claimant, and could give some kind of assurance
that the recipient would actually have the benefit of the money received.. That practice
got us into all sorts of places and all sorts of mischief. | spent as much time as | could
traveling around Bulgaria and confirming eligibility for pension checks. | generally traveled
with a Consular Officer. If the Consular Officer was not be able to go, | would go in his
stead since | was experienced in consular work. We had such a small staff at the Legation
that more than two people from the core substantive staff (economic, political, consular)
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couldn't travel at one time. The language officer at the British Embassy was fluent in
Bulgarian, and he frequently accompanied me and perhaps one other Legation officer on
week-long trips to visit places which we had arranged to visit.

We had to filed our travel plans in advance with the Bulgarian authorities, and it often took
some while to receive approval of the itinerary. Once we got outside of Sofia, it was a
different world. | was talking one night to a drunken young worker in a bar in a Danube
River Valley town. | said to him: “Aren't you afraid to be seen with us? You just pointed
out to me that those guys over at the next table are from the Secret Police.” He replied:
“Well, about the worst thing that they can do to you here is exile you from Sofia, and | don't
live in Sofia anyway.” [Laughter] We traveled and pretty well covered everything but the
specifically “denied” areas in that country, during one trip or another. We would go into
our hotel, go down to the front desk, and then ask the equivalent of: “Where's the action?”
They would always just tell us, right out, where the cafes, restaurants, and other places
were which students and young workers patronized and where they got drunk every night.
That was the way they lived, like the Russians.

When we would go to one of these places, we'd always have our “security tail” with us.
However, these security people were all local residents, and the people just weren't afraid
of them, as they would have been if the security people, “the heavies,” had come from
Sofia. We would set ourselves up at a table, order some wine, and make conversation.
We would end up feeding and providing drinks to a whole bunch of youngsters. They were
surprisingly well informed on what was going on in terms of the internal politics of Bulgaria,
and they'd tell you about it.

One of the oddest experiences | had in that regard was in a town called Vidin
[northwestern Bulgaria], on the Danube River.. On this particular trip we had to look up
birth records in a church. When we got to Vidin, we found the church and church offices
locked, and n inquiry were told that the Orthodox priest had been “exiled” from the church
for a long time, and could be found in the provincial capital of Tirnovo. We sought him out,
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and he obtained permission to go with us because we were going to verify a birth record,
and, therefore, money would come into the country later on. When we got into the car with
him, he said: “Have you heard about the attempted coup d'etat?” We said: “What are you
talking about?” He said: “This happened in Sofia. The Todorov Gorunya faction tried to
throw Zhivkov out of power.” He added: “One man was killed when he jumped off the top
of a building, in downtown Sofia.” | quickly got on the telephone and called the Embassy.
This was just becoming known in Sofia, when | telephoned. The “word” travels quickly in a
country like that.

That was an experience, too, because | think that the church we visited with the priest
was built in the 12th century, part of it underground. There was a beautiful “ikonostasis” [a
grouping of ikons on a screen which separates the alter area from the rest of the church]
but some of the ikons were missing. The priest said: “Oh, they've been in here again. If
you boys want any ikons, why don't you take them because the communists are just going
to take all of the rest of them away.” | thanked him but | said: “Father, but | couldn't and
wouldn't do that to your church. Also, that would get me thrown out of this country in a
flash.” [Laughter] He laughed. | thought it over, and decided that we didn't know whether
he was working for the communists. He had obviously been “briefed” before talking to us.
You had to assume that anybody you talked to might be working for the communists. This
partly underground church was really eerie, going back so far into history. We had a lot of
experiences like that.

We had another experience in Varna, a beach resort town [on the Black Sea]. At that
time the Bulgarians were offering very low cost tours to Varna. They were ready to do
anything to get “hard currency.” The main customers at the time were Germans and
Scandinavians staying at these lovely looking hotels, with a view over these beautiful
beaches. However, nothing worked at the hotels. Anyway, our Defense Attach# had come
down to Varna separately and brought his wife and the wife of one of the guys | was
traveling with. We decided that we would all go out to dinner together. We had two cars,
both of them big, black Ford station wagons which were about twice as big as anything
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but the “Chaikas” [Soviet built automobiles used for high-level officials] you normally saw
there. When the Defense Attach# pulled away from the hotel, he entered a traffic circle,
which was in the center of Varna. As he started around that circle his “tail” car filled in
behind him, | fell in behind that, and my “tail” car filled in behind me. The Defense Attach#
saw what was happening. He rolled down his window and let out a “Texas Yell.” We just
kept driving around and around the circle. There were four “goons” [secret police] in each
of the “tail” cars. We were all laughing like hell. The people on the sidewalks were standing
and applauding as we went around and around. We could have gotten into trouble with
that kind of silliness.

Q: Sometimes it just “bubbles” out. | take it that local security operations were not as
sophisticated as in the Soviet Union. When you went out in the evening in the Soviet
Union, you really had to be worried about being “compromised,” and so forth.

TICE: It was that way. We had a firm rule that we never traveled alone, for example. |
was involved in two incidents. In one case two other guys from the Embassy and | were
up on the Danube River, near the “Iron Gates,” the Zhelesny Vrati, a big, hydroelectric
project which involved Hungary, Yugoslavia, Romania, and Bulgaria. . We checked

into our hotel and then went to an outdoor restaurant right on the banks of the Danube
River. We “collected” our usual crew of young people who joined our table. Midway in
the evening a guy joined us who insisted on buying the wine for the table. We weren't
paying much attention and didn't look to see whether the wine came corked or not. It
probably wouldn't have made any difference. Anyway, it had been drugged. Fortunately,
in this case at least, | have a very “sensitive” stomach. | began to feel “queasy” and said
to my two companions: “They put something in the wine. Let's get up and get out of here.”
We paid up and started back to the hotel, which was a couple of hundred yards away.

| went over to the seawall along the Danube River and threw up. It hadn't hit the other
guys yet. We got down to the hotel, and then it got to the other two. Because | had gotten
rid of whatever it was early enough, | never passed out. The other two did. We were
vomiting and suffering from diarrhea. It was obvious that, whatever they gave us, they
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did not want us to continue doing what we were doing. By about 3:00 a.m. we were over
the worst effects of the drug and decided to “fix their wagon.” We quietly packed up our
stuff, went downstairs, out the front door, and took off, which left our “tail” cars trying their
damnedest to catch up with us. They were driving Soviet-made “Volgas,” which are not
good cars to drive over rough roads. We took a non-surfaced road from the Iron Gates to
the “Friendship Bridge” at Ruse, downriver on the Bulgarian [southern] side of the Danube
River. We “fed them dirt” all the way on these non-surfaced roads. That kind of thing could
also have gotten us into trouble. We probably should have behaved a little better, but you
get “bored” under all of this pressure. [Laughter]

Q: That's interesting. Exactly at the same time, | was in Yugoslavia, just across the border
and in another communist country. | was there from 1962 to 1967. One of my great joys
was taking off, by myself, to deliver Social Security checks. | did this again and again. By
contrast with your experience, | didn't have any trouble at all. The Yugoslavs just weren't
playing that “game.”

TICE: American aid to Yugoslavia was flooding in at that time, and they weren't going to do
anything to halt it.

Q: I always checked with the local police. If | were traveling, for example, up in the hills
of Bosnia, | would always go to a police station and say: “I'm the American Consul. I'm
looking for such and such,” so they knew exactly what | was doing and they could report
back in to their superiors. | made quite sure that | wasn't surprising them.

TICE: It was a very different atmosphere. | was there in Yugoslavia from 1972 to 1975.
However, the Bulgarians officials were mean and nasty. There were all sorts of sexual
compromise attempts on us. As a matter of fact, occasionally | would be warned to be
particularly careful about what | was doing and where | was, and to have somebody with
me all the time for a while. | would say: “What's this about?” The person warning me would
say: “l can't tell you in detail, but just be alert.”
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The only other, nasty incident while | was in Bulgaria was at a trade fair in 1964. We had a
U.S. pavilion there.

Q: Was this at Plovdiv?

TICE: Yes, the Plovdiv trade fair. We used to joke that we could have put the American
flag over the front end of the pavilion and put one of our USIA [United States Information
Agency] employees, who was originally Russian, outside to greet the people, and we
would have gotten the biggest crowd at the fair, just by being there. The Bulgarian people
were very quiescent and subdued, politically. However, they loved America. They would
turn out for anything American.

The incident | mentioned happened one evening when | had to go back to my hotel to get
something. It was toward evening closing time, and when | came back in though the main
gate, a couple of the “goons” jumped me. | didn't fight back. | just “took the fall” [i.e., let
them beat me up]. They whacked me a few times and then ran off. | went into the pavilion
and told Minister Anderson, who happened to be visiting at the time, what had happened.
She immediately began to raise all sorts of hell with the authorities.

They were evidently looking for some American to precipitate an incident. Following along
behind me was a Serbian-American named Nick Lalic. He was with the U. S. Department
of Commerce trade fair organization. When Nick came through the gate, the “goons”
jumped him. Nick was about 6'4” and weighed about 280 pounds, or something like

that. He just turned around and splattered one of the “goons” against a wall and slugged
the other one. Then they put the regular cops on him and arrested him on a charge of
precipitating an “incident.” They had apparently hoped to try that with me. | hadn't been
there very long and would have been a good “catch” because | was a language officer.
They could have PNGed [declaring him “Persona Non Grata”] me early on in my tour. We
had to get Nick out of the country fast.
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The Bulgarians did that kind of thing. You just had to be careful. The listening “bugs”

in our apartment were obvious. On occasion, when it was quiet in the apartment, the
surveillance folks would turn up the gain on their microphones so that they would be sure
of not missing anything. When they did this, our French poodle would bark and point at
the nearest listening device. We knew from this where they were — under the living room
couch, under the dining room table, in the den by the telephone, and under the bed in the
master bedroom. [Laughter]

Q: How were your relations with the Bulgarian ministries? Did you go to the ministries?

TICE: Only rarely. You would have to request an appointment, and it might take a week
for them to agree to the meeting, if they agreed at all. Except for Minister Anderson. She
could generally get an appointment whenever she wanted one. By and large, in the case
of more junior people in our Embassy, the Bulgarians just didn't want the top level of their
ministries to be dealing with Westerners. So it was very difficult to arrange an appointment.

The only contact | had, which | was able to maintain over a period of time, was with
Academician Dashkelov, who was the head of the Bulgarian Academy of Agricultural
Sciences. | got to know him because | had asked for an appointment to call on him about
something or other. He apparently took a liking to me and felt that he was pretty well
insulated from communist “retaliation” for anything, because he was a very eminent man.
He was known as the “tomato professor” because he had developed a strain of tomatoes
which both tasted good and were hearty enough to be transported over long distances.

We had no agricultural attach# at the Legation, so | filled that function, and any time |
could find an excuse | called Academician Dashkelov at the Bulgarian Academy. This
relationship took a sad turn, however, when we had a visiting agricultural attach# who
was posted to Moscow. | was able to organize a buffet dinner at my apartment, and |
invited Dashkelov, the Academy's Chief of Protocol (with whom arranged the event) and
a couple of other Bulgarian officials. It was the only time that | had Bulgarian officials in
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my apartment during the three years that | was in Bulgaria. They just wouldn't accept my
invitations. The sad turn of events involved the Chief of Protocol, a lovely man and an
opera buff. | had a new German “Grundig” stereo set and a recent record of Boris Kristoff,
a renowned Bulgarian basso, singing excerpts from the great Russian operas. The Chief
of Protocol sat with tears running down his face he was so moved by the beauty of the
singing and so proud that it was a Bulgarian singing it. When he left at the end of the
evening he thanked me profusely giving him the opportunity to hear the beautiful record.
| never saw him again after that party. He just disappeared. He was no longer Chief of
Protocol. I've always felt very sad about that because I'm very sure that his involvement
in getting a bunch of people from the Bulgarian Academy to attend this reception at my
house was responsible for whatever happened to him.

Q: Well, as Economic/Agricultural Officer did you ever get involved in “attar of roses” in
Bulgaria?

TICE: Oh, yes. High-level visitors always wanted to visit the “Rose Valley.” The main thing
that | would do, on the agricultural side, was crop reporting, particularly on the bean crop.
When beans were in short supply in other places, there were “export opportunities” for
USDA [U. S. Department of Agriculture] sales of agricultural surpluses. The USDA wanted
at one point to know what the bean crop looked like in the Danube River Valley, on the
Bulgarian side of the Danube. So | called up the Agricultural Attach# in Belgrade, and
would and asked how | could predict the green bean crop. He said: “Look, don't even try.
Go ask a peasant how the crop is, how it compares to last year and the year before. and
how he thinks the bean crop is going to be this year. Take any information that he gives
you, and give it to me. Then | can predict the crop.” | said: “OKAY.” And | had fun doing
that.

This led to one of the more amusing conversations that | had in Bulgaria. | had parked my
car by the side of the road when | saw a peasant working in a bean field. | walked up to
him, greeted him, and we chatted for a little bit. He said: “Where did you get your funny
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Bulgarian accent?” | said: “Well, I'm not a Bulgarian, I'm an American.” He just laughed
and laughed, then said: “Well, your parents must be Bulgarian.” | said: “No, I'm just an
American. | learned Bulgarian before coming here so that | could talk to people like you.”
He thought that was just amazing. Then | glanced up and saw that the “tail car” [secret
police] was parked about a quarter of a mile back. They weren't very subtle. The “goons”
were out of the car, walking around. | said to the peasant: “Do you see that car? That's
my secret police 'tail." Are you going to get into trouble for talking to me?” He said: “Oh,
no. Those are local boys, and | know them. They won't do anything to me.” So | got the

information for green bean production. That was the kind of encounters | had.
Q: Green beans were the life of that whole area.

TICE: Yes. Another time we were on a trip and stopped in a little village whose name

was Krulina Voda, which means clear water. right near the Danube River. We needed to
contact a man who had served in an Ammunition Wagon Company of the Pennsylvania
National Guard during World War I. Sure enough, he rolled out this long picture of the
whole unit which he still had from the Great War. He pointed out who he was and gave the
names of a number of the others. He was quite elderly.

When we had pulled into this little village, we noticed that it had rutted streets. You

had to drive carefully or you would take off the undercarriage of your car. There were
chickens and livestock wandering around. There were few signs of electrification. It was
colder than hell. We stopped and asked somebody where Gatzo so-and-so lived. He told
us. Everybody knew everybody. So we went up and spent some time interviewing this
one-time soldier in the U. S. Army. While we were talking to this man and looking at his
documents, there was a knock on the door. A man came in to join the conversation. The
lady of the house whispered to me: “It's the head of the communist party.” The communist
leader was very jovial and said: “It's an honor for us to have you Americans visiting us.
Why don't you come over to the town council building? We'd like to invite you to have a
drink and a cup of coffee with us.”
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We said: “Sure.” So, after we had completed the interview with the old man, we went over
to the town council building. The communist leader had a half dozen men gathered there,
including one old peasant in traditional peasant dress, with the little fur hat and that kind
of thing. He had been an original “Partizan” fighting against one thing or another for years
and years. Most of the other men had also been “partisans.” We sat there in our overcoats
for about two hours, drinking coffee and “mastika,” the Bulgarian version of absinthe.

As they say: “Absinthe makes the heart grow fonder.” It was getting dark. They had the
windows open in this room, and it was colder than hell. The Legation officer | was with,
Bud Williams, and | agreed later that people had come in looking dour. A young lady was
serving the absinthe and coffee. She was unremarkable when we walked in, but by the
time we left two hours later, as we discussed the matter later, she had begun to look rather
pretty.

When we got up to go, the communist leader, who was getting well into his cups,” said:
“Well, listen, boys.” He called us “boys,” because we were both in our early '30s and
looked awfully young to them, | guess. He said: “Look, you don't want to go all the way
back to Vratza (one of the provincial capitals.) He said: “It's a cold night. Why don't you
just stay here? We'll slaughter a pig and have a pig roast and a really good time. You

can sleep in one of the houses here. We don't have a hotel.” We were well aware of the
Bulgarian peasant custom, which allegedly was still maintained in some of the villages,
that when an honored guest came into town, the visitor not only got a bed but also got the
services of the lady of the house, who slept with him. We did not figure that that would look
good on our records, particularly as we were dealing with the local communist leader. We
gave them many thanks, and begged off the invitation, staggered to our car and drove off
into the night.

| probably had more fun during that tour in Bulgaria than | had in any other.

Q: I'm sure that that was true. | always look back on Yugoslavia as being the “high point”
of my career. Speaking of Yugoslavia, could you say something about what you were
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gathering from your side of the Yugoslav border about Yugoslavia in general and how it
looked? Also, how about the situation in Macedonia?

TICE: Well, that was a big issue while | was in the Legation in Sofia. If you just mentioned
Macedonia or said anything about Macedonia, they would declare “Macedonia is
Bulgarian.” They said that there was no difference between Macedonia and Bulgaria. Well,
we would say: “What about the language difference?” They would say: “No, there is no
difference in the language.” So there was real tension between Bulgarians and Yugoslavs
on that issue.

The tensions this historical issue were heightened over a religious issue, Bulgarians
considered the Patriarch of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, with his seat at Alexander
Nevsky Cathedral in Sofia, to be the leader of the church in Yugoslav Macedonia as well.
There was a big fuss, therefore, when the Macedonian Orthodox bishop of Skopje, the
capital of the Macedonian Province in Yugoslavia, was declared “autocephalous”, and
therefore independent of the church in Bulgaria. The Bulgarian communist government
joined the Bulgarian Orthodox Church in condemning what both saw as a Yugoslav
attempt to further tighten their complete control of Macedonia as well as weaken the
Bulgarian claim that “Macedonia is Bulgarian” Any Bulgar that you met resented what had
happened.

An amusing side note, which was true | believe in much of the Balkans, was the continuing
strong reaction to anything having to do with Turkey, harking back to the Ottoman Turk
500-year occupation of the Balkans, until near the end of the 19th century. For example,
when you talked to Bulgarians, you would often find reason to say, regarding one thing or
another: “Why do you do it this way?” The Bulgarian to whom you were talking would look
at you very sadly and say “Pet stotine godini Turskoto Robstvo,” which translates as “500
years of the Turkish yoke.” [Laughter]
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Q: | remember that they said the same thing in Yugoslavia. They said that the only reason
that things didn't work was that they had spent 500 years under the Turkish yoke!

TICE: That's right.

Q: They used to say the same thing in Serbia. If nothing worked, they would always say
that.

TICE:

In terms of Yugoslavia in general, since Yugoslavia under Tito was not a member of the
“COMINFORM” [Communist Information Association, the successor to the “COMINTERN,”
the Communist International Organization of the 1930's], the Bulgarians did not look on
Yugoslavia as a friend, because the Yugoslavs had broken off communist party relations
with the Soviet Union.

Q: Did you have any information about how the Bulgarian Army was deployed?

TICE: Yes, as a part of the overall Warsaw Pact defense strategy, it was pointed at

the Greek and Turkish borders. The area near those borders was a “denied area” to
foreigners. The Rhodopa Mountains run all the way across the southern part of Bulgaria.
You could go up into the foothills of the Rhodopas on the northern side, but the rest

of the mountains, the southern slope down to the Greek and Turkish borders, were
considered a “defense territory” by the Bulgarians and were closed. You even had to
request permission, at least a week ahead of time, to take a road which went from Sofia
down through that area into northern Greece and Salonika. The Bulgarian authorities did
not want any foreigners in that area.

Q: Let me stop here to change the tape.
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Q: This is Side A of Tape 2 of the interview with Don Tice. The Soviets had no troops in
Bulgaria. Is that correct?

TICE: They had military advisers with the Bulgarian armed forces, but there were no
Soviet troops, in terms of operational units, in Bulgaria.

Q: While you were in Bulgaria, what was the feeling about what the role of Bulgaria would
be in a general, East-West war, because war was on many people's minds?

TICE: Bulgaria would receive any “thrust” from the NATO [North Atlantic Treaty
Organization] southern front.

Q: So it was basically defensive?

TICE: It was basically defensive. They were given “niche” roles in the Warsaw Pact plans.
For example, Bulgaria was given a significant role in producing electronics for Soviet

as well as Bulgarian and other Warsaw Pact weaponry. Bulgaria was among the more
prosperous of the Eastern European countries because the Soviets favored them in many
ways, giving them roles and missions, both militarily and otherwise. For example, they
had Soviet help in building steel mills. It was crazy for Bulgaria to have a steel mill, as
Bulgarian iron ore had a very high, sulfur content.

Q: In the Soviet system, you just “had” to have a steel mill.

TICE: Bulgaria also had these very bad, “Chernobyl” type or even older nuclear power
facilities for generating electricity.

Q: How about Bulgarian relations with Turkey?

TICE: Relations with Turkey were bad. About 10 percent of the population of Bulgaria
at that time was of Turkish descent. Bulgaria had gone through a process of making all
people of Turkish descent change their names to Bulgarian names. For example, you
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couldn't be “Ali Mohammed” any more. Your name had to be something like “Petrovitch”.
The Bulgarians treated their Turkish minority very badly.

An educated Bulgarian, part of the ruling “establishment” once said to me: “We understand
the problem that you have with the blacks in the United States, because we have our
Turks,” thus illustrating both his prejudice and misunderstanding of American societlt was
really the worst kind of racial prejudice. Of course, this feeling against the Turks would
crop up even after the communists were thrown out of power in Bulgaria. That's anther sad
story that we should be able to get in the oral history program by talking with people who
served there when the communists fell, like Ken Hill who was the Ambassador there at
that time.

Q: Some of the conditions that you are talking about in Bulgaria, in fact quite a few of the
conditions, did not exist in Yugoslavia. Yugoslavs could travel around the country, and
even abroad, relatively freely. If the crops were bad, particularly during the winter, you

did not eat very well, but that was because of the crops. It wasn't because of government
officials “confiscating” the crops. | would have thought that there would be a certain
amount of jealousy or a certain “longing” to be able to live like the Yugoslavs. Did you find
any of that, or was there much information about the Yugoslavs?

TICE: There wasn't a lot of information. However, the trouble was that the general
populace nobody could not get a permit to go to Yugoslavia. Yugoslavia was just “there,”
and was a “semi-enemy” because it had broken communist party relations with Moscow.
At the time we arrived in Bulgaria, some people from our Embassy went to Nis, in Serbia,
to buy meat. This practice had tapered off a little, but we went there a couple of times
ourselves. Where they shopped in Nis was just an open air meat market, but it was
worthwhile going there because frequently you couldn't find any meat in Bulgaria.
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Q: | remember that when you went from Belgrade to Nis, you were going down to the
“lower depths.” We in the Embassy in Belgrade heard of people from our Embassy in Sofia
going to Nis, for heaven's sake, to do their shopping! This was almost unbelievable!

TICE: | used to make people mad in the Embassy in Belgrade when | would go There.
They would ask the reason for my visit, and | would say: “I'm on R&R” [Rest and
Recreation]. [Laughter] There was some unhappiness because we would buy things in
the Belgrade Commissary and run their supplies down. Of course, for my sins, years later
| got to be President of the Commissary in the Embassy in Belgrade and | was trying to
get supplies from the U. S. military bases up in Italy. They didn't like us because we'd go
into the commissaries in Italy like a bunch of “thieving magpies” and clean out their best
stocks. Then they'd be short of supplies.

Q: What about Bulgarian relations with Romania?

TICE: There was the usual, feigned, communist “friendship,” but that's about all it was.
They didn't have much to do with each other. Of course, under what | believe was the
Treaty of Berlin, part of the Dobrudja area, the estuary of the Danube into the Black Sea,
had been taken away from the Bulgarians and given to the Romanians, so there was a
natural “tension” between the two countries built in there.

However, there was a little suspicion about them, because Georghiu Dej, the Romanian
party and state leader at that time, began to liberalize Romanian foreign policy, and this
became a minor irritation to Moscow-oriented Bulgaria. The Romanians lived better than
the Bulgarians. We would go up to Bucharest, which even had a little, six-hole golf course
at the Diplomatic Club.

By the way, to go back to relations between Bulgaria and Greece, | don't think that | talked
about this aspect of it. The Bulgarians also felt that everything in Thracian Greece, down
to and including Salonika, all a part of ancient Macedonia, was really Bulgarian territory.
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At the time | was in Bulgaria, Macedonian was still spoken fairly commonly in northern
Greece, once you went outside of Salonika to the East. We would go to the island of
Thasos in the Greek islands for a vacation. On the waterfront in Thasos, the northern-
most of the Greek Aegean island, | could speak Bulgarian to the people, and they would
understand me perfectly and reply in Macedonian, which | could understand. | doubt that's
the case now, however, in a subsequent generation

Q: If I recall correctly, and now I'm speaking from the Yugoslav perspective, every once in
a while linguistic conferences would be held, which practically started a Third Balkan War.
The argument would be over Macedonian and whether it is a separate language or not.

TICE: The Bulgarians would show up at any international conference, particularly on
linguistics, with “red eyes and fangs bared.” They would defend the view that Macedonian
was not a separate language. It was Bulgarian!

Q: | remember once talking to the Greek Consul in Belgrade. | mentioned that | spoke
some Macedonian, because | used to go down there all the time. | was told that | was
crazy. The Greek Consul said that there was no such thing as a Macedonian language. If
you really wanted to get tempers going in the Balkans, the definition of what constitutes a
language is sure to cause problems.Back to your elderly, Bulgarian veterans of the U. S.
Army during World War |, were they doing as my Montenegrin World War | veterans did?
They all seemed to end up with very, very young wives, by whom they had children. | don't
know whether they really were the fathers or what. We were paying out children's benefits
based on their service during World War |. This was back in the 1960's.

TICE: | think that this practice was probably less prevalent in Bulgaria. | know of a couple
of cases where there were young children from such unions but | don't recall that this was
very prevalent.

Q: Before we leave your tour in Bulgaria, did the Vietham War intrude at all?
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TICE: Absolutely, both in Sofia and in Yugoslavia in the 1970's.
Q: Let's stick to Bulgaria.

TICE: In Sofia, very much so. There were at least two, destructive demonstrations

against our Embassy which had to do with Vietham. We “boycotted” a lot of Bulgarian
national day events and speeches by Zhivkov and this kind of thing because of the anti-
American rhetoric. Ambassador McSweeney was particular avid in his desire to make our
displeasure known. He sometimes puzzled over whether it was a greater insult not to go at
all to such an event, or to go and walk out when they started ranting and raving about the
“imperialist United States.” A third option was to send a Third Secretary, which was why |
got to go to some of those events! [Laughter]

On one occasion when Khrushchev visited Bulgaria, he made “unfavorable comments”
about the United States and Vietnam in his speech and McSweeney walked out. So when
Khrushchev was leaving Bulgaria the next day and all Chiefs of Mission were invited to
see him off at the airport, Ambassador McSweeney sent me instead of going himself for
the “send off” from the Diplomatic Corps. Of course, as a Third Secretary of Legation, |
wound up at the very tail end of the Diplomatic Corps at the airport, right next to a wire
fence. Within the wire fence enclosure was a whole bunch of workers and peasants who
had been rolled out to say good-bye to Khrushchev. He came down the line, shaking
hands with the various ambassadors and barely nodded to the man at the end, in this
case, me. The peasant next to me, behind the wire fence, embraced Khrushchev, who
kissed him on the mouth!

Q: If it weren't for the honor, you were just as glad...
TICE: | was happy that he hadn't mistaken me for the first peasant.

Q: What about foreign students in Bulgaria while you were there? Did they play any role?
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TICE: Yes. There were many black African students there. There were some Arabs, but
more from the sub-Saharan African countries. | think that this was an example of how
racial prejudice worked in the communist world. Since Bulgaria was at the bottom of the
European communist “pecking order,” they got the black African students. It was really
very sad. These youngsters would come to Sofia to go to the university without having
even the equivalent of a fourth grade education. The “lucky ones” had been to missionary
schools and might have had the equivalent of an eighth grade education. The Bulgarians
packed the African students into quarters where, they told us, the living conditions were
poor. On the other hand, they were given more money than the Bulgarian students who,
therefore, resented the Africans. There were displays of open, racist prejudice by the
Bulgarian kids toward the black Africans.

This situation led me to send in an airgram to the Department of State one time, when

we still had airgrams as a reporting vehicle. | proposed that we should take some of our
money and pay for more African students to go to Bulgarian schools because this would
turn them sharply against communism. There actually was a program, which was very
“hush hush” at the time, of encouraging these African kids to come in to see us. They
could use our USIS [United States Information Service] library. The USIS Library was

on the ground floor of the Legation, and it generally had more African students in it than
anybody else. While there, they could talk to our Consular or USIA Officers. If they looked
like reasonable candidates, we would pass their names along to USIA in Washington. If
they could get out of Bulgaria and go to Western Europe, there was a whole operation run
out of Munich to divert these students to schools in the West — some to U. S., schools but
also to schools in Western Europe.

Q: At one point, and all of a sudden, | had a tremendous “rush” of students applying
for student visas to go to the U. S. There was an exodus of black African students from
Bulgaria, who wanted to go to the U. S. Did that happen before you arrived in Sofia?
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TICE: What year would that have been?
Q: I'm not sure what year that would have been.

TICE: It may have been during the period | was there, because they were living under
really bad conditions. The discrimination against them by Bulgarian students in general
was vicious.

Q: These black African students told me that they were called the equivalent in Bulgarian
of “black monkeys.”

TICE: Yes, “Mai mouna” was a term used by Bulgarian students for the African students.
Q: Were there demonstrations against the Legation regarding our African policies?

TICE: No, | think that they were principally directed against our Vietnam policies. There
had been, before | arrived in Sofia, a very destructive demonstration at the Legation
related to accusations that a former Bulgarian diplomat, named Assen Geogiev was a U.S.
spy. Georgiev had been assigned to the UN in New York. When he came back to Bulgaria,
the Bulgarian security authorities arrested him and accused him of being a spy for the U.
S. When he was being tried in a classic “show trial” popular in that era they implicated a
Legation staff member, who they photographed in what they claimed was a compromising
situation having to do with Georgiev. That riot took place while | was nearing the end of
Bulgarian language training. Georgiev was executed, as was, years later, a medical doctor
whose services were frequently employed by members of the Diplomatic Corps. After |
had left Bulgaria, he was arrested and executed. Too much contact with Westerners was
not a good thing for anybody in Bulgaria at that time.

Q: What impression did you have of Zhivkov and the people around him?
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TICE: They were rather unimaginative, “hard line” communist types. You didn't see
anything like imagination. There was no “flair,” or anything like that. That was why
Georghiu Dej was such an odd character. He was...

Q: He was a Romanian, wasn't he?

TICE: Yes, he seemed actually to think for himself, whereas the Bulgarians all just “hewed”
to the Soviet line. | could read the opening paragraphs of a speech by Todor Zhivkov, put
the newspaper aside and write the rest of it, because they were all the same.

Q: Did you play the game of “Kremlinology”? Who was standing where, in the lineup of
Bulgarian leaders at a public ceremony?

TICE: Oh, yes, we did that all the time, which was pretty futile in a place like Bulgaria. But
what else are you going to do when you're there? [Laughter] The only really interesting
and different event while | was there was the “April conspiracy”, which | mentioned earlier,
which we learned about in Tirnovo. It was the first and only occasion, up until recent times,
when there was an attempted, military overthrow of a ruling communist regime.

It wasn't that Todorov-Gorunya was a raging liberal. It's just that he was the other, main
guerrilla leader, a rival of Zhivkov's. He had been relegated to living a quiet life in Vratza
on the other side of the mountains. He and his supporters tried to take over Bulgaria. They
had a part of the Bulgarian Army with them, and that sort of thing. It was more of a musical
comedy sort of event than anything else, but it was significant.

Q: What happened to them?

TICE: | think that Todorov-Gorunya was executed. Several other people, including a
couple of Army commanders, were sacked from their positions and jailed. One guy
reportedly threw himself off the top of a building about two blocks from the American
Legation. That was it.
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Q: When did you leave Bulgaria?
TICE: In the summer of 1967.

Q: Did the coup d'etat in Greece in April, 1967, have any effect in Bulgaria? This was when
the Greek Army “colonels” took over.

TICE: There was some “saber rattling” and that kind of thing, and some ranting about the
“fascist Greeks,” but nothing serious. We traveled down to Greece shortly after that and
had no problem crossing the border.

Q: It was a good time to go, in fact. The tourists had been pretty well “flushed out” of
Greece. | went down there right after that. What about the Soviets? Did you get any feel
from the people you talked to about the attitude of the Bulgarians toward the Russians?

TICE: Yes. This attitude is historic in origin. Sofia was the only Eastern European capital
under communism where they still had a statue of a Russian czar. | think that it was of
Nicholas I, “the Czar Liberator.” In 1878 Russian troops came into Bulgaria and ran the
Turks out. Even when | was in Bulgaria, the Bulgarians still had very warm feelings toward
the Russians because they had liberated Bulgaria from the “Turkish Yoke”. They were
considered “our Russian big brothers.” Now, the Bulgarian youth were beginning to say
that a little snidely. However, if you talked to anybody over 40 years old, it was clear that
they felt this attachment to the Russians deeply. So the Russians weren't “resented” in the
same way that they were in other Eastern European countries.

Q: Let's stop at this point. We'll pick up the interview in the summer of 1967, when you left
Bulgaria. Where did you go? We'll put this at the end of the tape.

TICE: In the summer of 1967 | went back to Washington. | had applied for and been
awarded an American Political Science Association Fellowship in Congressional
Operations. So, in effect, | was detached from duty at the Department of State, although
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| continued to be paid by the Department, and was placed went to the Hill under the
auspices of the American Political Science Association. During my year there | working for
Senator Chuck Percy [Republican, Illinois] and Congressman Don Rumsfeld [Republican,
lllinois].

Q: Great.—

Q: Today is March 11, 1997. Don, it was in 1967 that you went to Capitol Hill.
TICE: It was in the late summer of 1967.

Q: What did this “fellowship” or detail involve?

TICE: The American Political Science Association had had this arrangement for a number
of years. It was primarily intended for people from the private sector, academicians,

and journalists. However, they then started adding a few government people. The State
Department was a late entrant in this program because, as | can remember the climate

at that time, Capitol Hill was not considered a place that